


Genesis 15:1-12 (NIV) 

The Lord’s Covenant With Abram 
15 After this, the word of the Lord came to 
Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram.  I 
am your shield,[a] 
    your very great reward.[b]” 

 
2 But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you 
give me since I remain childless and the one who 
will inherit[c] my estate is Eliezer of Damas-
cus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have given me no 
children; so a servant in my household will be my 
heir.” 
4 Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This 
man will not be your heir, but a son who is your 
own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 He took 
him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and 
count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your  offspring
[d] be.” 
6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to 
him as righteousness. 
7 He also said to him, “I am the Lord, who 
brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give 
you this land to take possession of it.” 
8 But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, how can I 
know that I will gain possession of it?” 
9 So the Lord said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a 
goat and a ram, each three years old, along with 
a dove and a young pigeon.” 
10 Abram brought all these to him, cut them in 
two and arranged the halves opposite each  
other; the birds, however, he did not cut in 
half. 11 Then birds of prey came down on the  
carcasses, but Abram drove them away. 
12 As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep 
sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came 
over him. 

Philippians 3:17 - 4:1 (NIV) 
17 Join together in following my example, brothers 
and  sisters, and just as you have us as a model, 
keep your eyes on those who live as we do.  

18 For, as I have often told you before and now tell 
you again even with tears, many live as enemies of 
the cross of Christ.  

19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their 
stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their 
mind is set on earthly things.  

20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly 
await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,  

21 who, by the power that enables him to bring 
everything under his control, will transform our 
lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious 
body. 

Closing Appeal for Steadfastness and Unity 

4 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I 
love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 
the Lord in this way, dear friends 

Luke 13:22-35 (NIV)  The Narrow Door 
22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, 
teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.         
23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people 
going to be saved?” He said to them, 24 “Make every 
effort to enter through the narrow door, because 
many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able 
to. 25 Once the owner of the house gets up and  
closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and 
pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ 
“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you 
come from.’ 
26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, 
and you taught in our streets.’ 
27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you 
come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 
28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of 
teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and 
all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you 
yourselves thrown out. 29 People will come from  
east and west and north and south, and will take 
their places at the feast in the kingdom of 
God. 30 Indeed there are those who are last who  
will be first, and first who will be last.” Jesus’ Sorrow 
for Jerusalem 
31 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and 
said to him, “Leave this place and go somewhere 
else. Herod wants to kill you.” 
32 He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving 
out   demons and healing people today and  
tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my 
goal.’ 33 In any case, I must press on today and  
tomorrow and the next day—for surely no  
prophet can die outside Jerusalem! 
34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets 
and stone those sent to you, how often I have 
longed to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were 
not willing. 35 Look, your house is left to you  
desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until 
you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of  
the Lord.’[a]”  
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